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WE ARE THE RTA
The Regional Transportation Authority (RTA) is the unit of local government charged with financial oversight, funding, 
and regional transit planning for the Chicago Transit Authority (CTA), Metra, and Pace bus and Pace’s Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA) Paratransit Service. The RTA system serves two million riders each weekday with 145 CTA rail 
stations, 240 Metra commuter rail stations, 350 bus routes, with a combined 7,200 transit route miles throughout 
Cook, DuPage, Kane, Lake, McHenry, and Will Counties of northeastern Illinois.

The RTA reviews, adopts and monitors the annual budgets, two-year financial plans and five-year capital programs of 
CTA, Metra, Pace and ADA Paratransit to ensure they are balanced and consistent with long-range plans. The RTA’s 
Project Management Oversight program, oversees capital construction projects, ensuring they are on schedule and 
within budget. 

The RTA provides rider services, including travel-planning assistance, travel training, and also manages the eligibility 
program for individuals with disabilities and administers the Reduced Fare and Ride Free program for seniors and 
people with disabilities. The RTA performs periodic financial, operational performance and safety oversight audits 
of CTA, Metra, and Pace. The RTA also helps fund transit signal priority technology to keep buses operating more 
efficiently and provides interagency signage to assist riders in making transfer connections between buses and trains.

In addition to these important activities, the RTA also offers two programs that add localized value throughout the 
region by providing funding and technical assistance to local governments. Through the Access to Transit program the 
RTA leverages funding for local governments to complete small-scale pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure projects, 
such as sidewalks, bike racks and pedestrian crossing signals that improve access to transit services. Through the 
Community Planning program the RTA helps municipalities in the region plan for walkable and more sustainable 
communities near transit stations and along transit corridors. This report details steps local governments have taken 
in 2017 to implement their plans completed through the Community Planning program. 

Multi-modal connections at Evanston’s Davis Street station
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TWENTY YEARS OF CREATING 
POSITIVE COMMUNITY IMPACTS
Since 1998, the RTA has been providing funding and technical assistance through the Community Planning 
program for community oriented planning initiatives that focus on transit-supportive design principles and 
development guidelines. The program encourages local communities to plan for and build more walkable 
and sustainable communities near transit services by optimizing land-use development near transit stations 
and along bus corridors. This year marks the 20th Anniversary of the Community Planning program. 

Over the course of 20 years the RTA 
has invested over $20 million in local 
planning initiatives and collaborated 
on over 200 projects.  

Often these modest planning 
studies are a catalyst for leveraging 
substantial private and public 
investment near transit stations and 
local downtowns, strengthening 
these local economies. Through the 
RTA’s planning initiatives we actively 
work with our local municipal 
partners to benefit and enhance the 
quality of life of the communities and 
residents that we mutually serve, as 
well as the 2 million passengers the 
RTA system transports daily. 

Our planning programs are also 
designed to promote both regional 
and local economic development 
by enhancing access to local and 
regional employment opportunities, 
as well as shopping, educational, 
recreational, and civic destinations 
throughout the region.

TRANSIT-ORIENTED 
DEVELOPMENT

One focus of the Community 
Planning program is to support 
transit-oriented development 
(TOD) as a strategy to connect 
our customers to the regional           
transit system. 

TOD is a pattern of development 
that encourages a mix of uses by 
integrating housing, office, retail, 
parks, and other civic uses within 
a short walking distance of a train 
station or bus stop (generally within a 
half-mile radius or ten-minute walk). 

The fundamental building block of 
TOD is a village or neighborhood 
designed to be compact and 
walkable, with mixed uses at a 
human scale within a vibrant public 
realm. TOD preserves open space by 
promoting a cost-effective compact 
style of development. It provides 
increased mobility options for 
residents, workers, and visitors with 
housing, stores, civic and cultural 
activities, as well as jobs within a 

short walk of a train station or        
bus stop. 

Specifically designed to be pedestrian 
friendly, TOD areas have higher rates 
of walking and cycling trips and 
less driving and associated vehicle 
pollution. This type of pedestrian 
friendly environment supports 
and increases transit use. Safe and 
pleasant pedestrian pathways make 
the train station or bus stop more 
visible and accessible for riders.

Evanston, a TOD community within the Chicago region
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FOUR PRINCIPLES OF TOD

Urban growth that 
is denser than that 
of auto-oriented 
growth, with compact 
development that 
easily connects 
people to places 
and that locates 
needed supporting 
infrastructure       
close together.

Development styles and 
patterns where a building, 
block, or neighborhood are 
used for more than one 
purpose. This can mean 
the zoning allows for some 
combination of residential, 
commercial, industrial, 
office, institutional, or other 
land uses. A mix of activities 
along the streets encourages 
fewer car trips and creates 
more lively neighborhoods.

This is a measure of how friendly an area is to 
walking. Factors influencing walkability include 
the presence of sidewalks and crosswalks, 
access to transit, calm vehicular traffic, land 
use patterns, and building accessibility. When 
all these elements come together they create 
vibrant and active places where people feel safe 
to walk, leading to many health, environmental, 
and economic benefits.

The presence of 
high-quality transit 
infrastructure and 
convenient transit service 
is critical to thriving 
and equitable places. 
Transit connects and 
expands access to the 
more distant parts of 
TOD areas and beyond, 
while bicycling networks 
expand a person’s reach 
of transit services and 
allows for a variety 
of mobility options in      
TOD areas.

Density

Transit

Walkability

Mixed Uses
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TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS  
FOR COMMUNITIES
Invest in Transit: 2018-2023 Regional Transit Strategic Plan for Chicago and Northeastern Illinois, the RTA’s 
recently adopted strategic plan, calls for the RTA to support a thriving, resilient region and strengthen 
communities served by transit. To help achieve this, the RTA supports TOD as a tool to increase transit 
ridership by placing homes and work locations for transit riders near transit services and stations. The 
Community Planning and Access to Transit programs are tools used by the RTA to provide technical 
assistance and funding to local municipalities to support TOD planning and development at the local level.

COMMUNITY PLANNING 
PROGRAM

The RTA established the Community 
Planning Program in 1998 to 
specifically support transit-oriented 
development and improve transit 
access at the local level. 

The objective of the Community 
Planning program is to leverage our 
extensive regional transit assets 
(train stations and bus routes) while 
enhancing the economies and civic 
realms of the communities that 
we serve. The RTA’s Community 
Planning program continues 
to be an important tool in the 
region for implementing transit-              
oriented development.

Partners eligible to participate in 
the program include the RTA Service 
Boards, (Chicago Transit Authority, 
Metra, and Pace); the six-counties 
that comprise the RTA’s service 
area, (Cook, DuPage, Kane, Lake, 
McHenry and Will counties); councils 
of mayors, and over 175 local 
governments throughout the region. 

Eligible projects include TOD 
plans, corridor/ sub regional 
plans, zoning code updates, 
TOD developer discussion 
panels, transit neighborhood 
improvement plans, special funding 

districts, and other innovative                     
implementation approaches. 
There are currently thirteen (13) 
Community Planning projects 
underway.  The next Call for Projects 
will take place in Fall 2018.  For 
more information, visit the RTA’s 
Community Planning website at 
www.rtachicago.org/cp. 
 
Recognizing that implementing a 
plan once it’s completed is frequently 
a challenge for cities and villages, 
the RTA also supports “next-step” 
implementation initiatives that help 
our local partners turn their TOD 
plans into reality. 

For example, often a TOD plan will 
recommend that the community take 
the initial step of amending their 
zoning codes to better enable the 
vision created in their plan. To assist 
with this early-on activity the RTA 
will provide funding assistance to 
help the community go through the 
process of zoning code amendments 
and adoption of code updates. 
Typical code amendments will allow 
for mixed-residential, commercial 
and office development around 
transit stations.   

Since 2011, through the Community 
Planning Program, the RTA has 

Community members at a meeting for the Jefferson Park Station Area Master Plan
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collaborated with twenty (20) 
communities to update their 
zoning regulations. Sixteen (16) 
communities have revised their 
zoning regulations to allow for more 
transit-supportive development and 
four (4) are currently in progress.

ACCESS TO TRANSIT 
PROGRAM

Feedback from municipal partners 
through the Community Planning 
program identified the lack of capital 

funding as a significant obstacle for 
implementing small-scale pedestrian 
and bicycle oriented infrastructure 
projects. Lack of a small sidewalk 
connection or a pedestrian crosswalk 
across a busy street is often a 
significant factor why a customer 
may not choose transit, even 
though the station or bus stop is 
geographically nearby. 

Many of our municipal partners 
also indicated that often, due to 
competing priorities, they do not 

have adequate financial resources 
or municipal staff experience to 
exclusively fund and implement 
these types of access improvements. 
To address these issues, in 2014 the 
RTA established the Access to Transit 
program to seek capital funding for 
small-scale projects that increase 
pedestrian and bicycle access to the 
regional transit system. 

The Access to Transit program 
leverages RTA and local funds with 
federal Congestion Mitigation and 
Air Quality Improvement Program 
(CMAQ) grant funding to help 
implement recommendations 
flowing from the plans and studies 
completed through the RTA’s 
Community Planning program or the 
Chicago Metropolitan Agency for 
Planning’s (CMAP) Local Technical 
Assistance (LTA) program. 

Many of these plans contain 
recommendations to enhance 
pedestrian and bicycle access links 
to the local train station or adjacent 
bus stops. Other recommendations 
often include; wayfinding, pedestrian 
signals and crosswalks, bicycle 
parking, and universal design 
elements. The RTA’s Access to Transit 
program helps to reduce these small 
infrastructure gaps to the regional 
transit system. 

Since the program’s inception in 
2014, three (3) Access to Transit 
projects have been completed, 
another twelve (12) are in progress 
and seven (7) are programmed. 
For more information see www.
rtachicago.org/a2t.

Detailed study area map from Palatine’s Community Planning project

Access to Transit improvements in Palos Heights
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PROGRAM IMPACTS IN 2017
Over the years, projects completed through the RTA’s Community Planning program have strengthened the 
connection between land use (both private and public) and transit. RTA staff tracks and documents these 
impacts via an internal database and uploads this information through quarterly updates to the RTAMS 
(Regional Transportation Authority Mapping and Statistics) website, our public mapping, data, and report 
warehouse.

The RTA also tracks and quantifies 
private and public investment and 
associated policy implementation 
efforts in TOD areas with an annual 
survey targeted to previous local 
municipal partners that received 
assistance through our Community 
Planning program. 

For the implementation survey, 
we target the communities that 
completed either a TOD plan, TOD 
zoning update, or participated in TOD 
developer discussion panel through 
our Community Planning program. 
These primarily include suburban 
municipalities in the Chicago region. 

This year’s annual survey was 
administered in the beginning of 
2018 to identify plan implementation 
results and track new developments 
that occurred in the previous year. 
This year we sent out seventy-six (76) 
surveys, of which, fifty-seven (57) 
surveys were returned. 

TOD IMPLEMENTATION 
SURVEY 

The specific objective of the survey 
is to track private and public 
development and transit supportive 
policy changes that were built, 
approved, or implemented by 
the municipality in the previous          
year (2017). 

In the first part of the survey, 
respondents were asked to 

document the actual private-sector 
TOD projects that were either 
approved, under construction, 
or completed in their community 
during the past year (2017). We 
asked respondents to identify any 
residential, office, commercial, or 
mixed use developments that are 
located (or will be located) within 
their TOD plan’s study area. 

Typically, a TOD plan study area 
encompasses a ½-mile radius around 
a local train station or ½-mile buffer 
along a bus transit corridor. Nineteen 
(19) communities indicated some 
type of transit-oriented development 
activity in their community.

The second part of the survey 
asked respondents to report on any 
infrastructure improvements or 
transit-supportive policy changes 
that were built or implemented by 
the municipality that specifically 
support the recommendations 
from the adopted or completed 
RTA funded TOD plan or initiative. 
Fifty (50) communities indicated 
policy changes and/or infrastructure 
improvements occurred in 2017. 

These participation rates are 
comparable to last year’s survey. It 
should be noted that many of the 
same communities participated in 
previous surveys. As a result, not all 
of the results are mutually exclusive.

Example of proposed zoning recommendations from the Worth TOD Plan
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DEVELOPMENT REGULATION 
CHANGES

Municipal zoning ordinances, zoning 
maps, and subdivision ordinances 
typically regulate the way in which 
land is developed in communities. 

To allow for the construction of 
walkable mixed-use developments 
a community may need to modify 
their existing zoning regulations. 
Options include creating downtown 
mixed-use overlay zoning districts, 
establishing design guidelines, and 
establishing form-based codes. 

A few of this year’s respondents did 
revise their land-use regulations as 
a way to help implement their TOD 
plan recommendations. Eight (8) of 
the respondents revised their zoning 
ordinances to be consistent with 
TOD plan recommendations, four 
(4) implemented design guidelines 
for new developments, two (2) 
created overlay districts in their 
study areas, and two (2) incorporated 
other regulatory actions since the 
adoption or completion of their TOD    
planning efforts. 

IMPLEMENTATION FUNDING 
SOURCES
 
Another way to encourage the 
implementation of mixed-use 
transit-supportive development 
is to establish specialized local 
funding sources or districts. TOD 
areas concentrate development 
and the corresponding tax base of a 
community by creating “economies 
of agglomeration.” 

This clustering effect increases land 
values around transit in which local 
communities can capture a portion 
as tax revenues through a Tax 
Increment Financing (TIF) district. 

Communities can use TIF revenues 
to reinvest in infrastructure and/ 

or create new infill redevelopment 
opportunities by assembling vacant 
or underutilized land within the    
TOD area. 

To maintain and enhance a TOD area 
some merchant associations self-tax 
to create Business Improvements 
Districts (BID) or a Special Service 
Area (SSA), recognizing the market 
draw that the civic space of the TOD 
area provides to their businesses. 

This year’s survey results indicated 
that four (4) respondents authorized 
the creation of a Tax Increment 
Financing (TIF) district, three (3) 

established other unique funding 
sources, and two (2) set up a 
Business Improvement District (BID) 
since completing their TOD projects 
with the RTA. 

TRANSPORTATION INFRASTRUCTURE 
IMPROVEMENTS

An important component of TOD 
design is to enhance the walking 
environment. Creating seamless 
and safe pedestrian connections 
improves overall pedestrian mobility 
but also provides access links to the 
regional transit system via a train 
station or bus stop.
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Number of communities that made the following transportation infrastructure investments in their study area

A TOD building being constructed in La Grange 8
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Many local planning projects funded 
by the RTA recommend these types 
of transit access improvements, 
such as; sidewalk improvements, 
bike lanes, streetscape upgrades, 
and other types of pedestrian 
infrastructure. These types of simple 
and cost-effective improvements also 
encourage individuals to walk and 
bike, reducing their dependence on 
auto travel. 

The survey reported that 38% of 
the respondents enhanced their 
bike infrastructure, 34% took on 
streetscape improvements within 
their study area, 26% improved 
nearby sidewalks, 22% took on 
local pedestrian improvements, 
18% enhanced parking facilities in 

the area, and 14% made station 
improvements. See Figure 1.

CIVIC EVENTS

TOD areas also encourage a lively 
“civic sense of place,” where the 
community can go to shop, eat, 
recreate, attend an event, or just 
relax in a comfortable and pleasant 
environment. These places provide 
families with opportunities to play, 
celebrate, and reconnect with      
their neighbors. 

The survey asked the respondents 
if any civic events have been held in 
the community’s study area since the 
completion of their plan.

56% of the respondents mentioned 
hosting a yearly winter holiday 
lighting, 42% conducted live summer 
concerts, 38% held a farmer’s market 
on a regular basis, 30% held street 
fairs, 20% convened an annual 4th of 
July parade, and 10% hosted a local 
food festival in the area surrounding 
their transit station. See Figure 2. 

These results indicate that that the 
TOD areas act as a catalyst in creating 
a strong sense of community and 
create lively local centers of activity.

PRIVATE DEVELOPMENT 
AND INVESTMENT IN THE 
CHICAGO REGION

Nineteen (19) of the communities 
that completed this year’s survey 
reported that 41 development 
projects were either approved, 
under construction, or completed        
during 2017. 

Projects included condominium 
developments, rental apartments, 
mixed-use residential apartment 
buildings with first floor retail, office 
centers, commercial establishments, 
and other similar uses. 

Of these developments, 39% were 
mixed-use structures that included 
residential units and commercial/ 
retail uses. The information on 
the next page summarizes the 
TOD projects that were reported 
throughout the Chicago region. 

Several of the same development 
projects were reported in both 
this and last year’s surveys. Six 
(6) projects went from a status of 
being approved in 2016 to under 
construction in 2017 and twelve (12) 
went from a status of being under 
construction in 2016 to complete     
in 2017.

FIGURE 2 - CIVIC EVENTS
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Development of mixed use projects near Oak Park’s Harlem/Lake Green Line station2
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Approved - 
6

Under Construction - 
19

Completed - 
16

TOD IMPLEMENTATION AND 
INVESTMENT SURVEY RESULTS

Residential -  
2,827 Units

Commercial/Retail - 
165,749 SF

Office - 
6,152 SF

Miscellaneous 
(Rehabs) - 0 SF

Percentage of Mixed Use 
Projects - 39%

Total Projects 
Completed - 62

Total Residential 
Units - 2,647 units

Total Commercial/
Retail Square 

Footage - 308,265 SF 

Total Office 
Square Footage - 

160,554 SF 

Total Miscellaneous 
(Rehabs) - 56,469 SF

NUMBER OF UNITS/SQUARE FOOTAGE (SF) REPORTED 
IN 2017 AT ALL PHASES OF DEVELOPMENT

TOTAL NUMBER OF COMPLETED DEVELOPMENTS
(2014-2017)

41 DEVELOPMENTS REPORTED IN 2017

10
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Recent implementation activity in Elgin and Highwood illustrate how TOD promotes the land-use/transit 
connection and supports local economic development initiatives. Both of these communities completed 
a TOD planning study funded through the RTA’s Community Planning Program and are served by Metra 
(commuter rail) as well as Pace (suburban bus).

ELGIN

The Elgin Chicago Street Station Area 
Plan, completed in 2014, created a 
transit-oriented development plan 
encompassing a ½-mile radius area 
around the Chicago Street Metra 
station in downtown Elgin. 

The plan promoted revitalization of 
the area by examining effective land 
use, multi-modal interconnectivity, 
and retail and residential 
redevelopment strategies. 

Recommendations focused on 
streetscape improvements, transit 
access improvements, and land      
use recommendations.

Specific land use recommendations 
focused on new multi-family 
residential and commercial uses in 
the station area. 

Since the completion of the plan, 
there has been significant progress 
towards implementation. During 
2016 and 2017, the City continued 
with streetscape improvements 
along Chicago Street including 
the installation of a pedestrian 
crosswalk linking the Metra station 
with the newly renovated Pace Elgin 
Transportation Center. 

In a related RTA initiative, 
interagency signage will be installed 
within the station area to assist 

passengers making multi-modal                  
transfer connections. 

In 2017, Pace also added express 
bus services linking the Elgin 
Transportation Center with the      
I-90 Corridor. 

Elgin’s historic Tower Building is also 
being currently renovated into a 45- 
unit apartment building at the corner 
of East Chicago Street and North 
Grove Avenue in Downtown Elgin. 
Apartments are scheduled to be 
available for occupancy this year. 

Additionally, the conversion of the 
former library site to 150 residential 
units is currently under contract as of 

COMMUNITY HIGHLIGHTS

A photo of downtown Elgin’s transit facilities2
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2018. Two mixed-use developments, 
Fountain Square on the River (200 
residential units) and River Park Place 
(180 residential units) were recently 
built. A downtown festival park was 
also built and a bike path extension  
is planned. 

HIGHWOOD

The Highwood Transit-Oriented 
Development Plan created a transit-
oriented development plan for 
an area approximately ½-mile in 
radius surrounding the Highwood         
Metra Station. 

This plan was created in 2014 and 
developed strategies to increase 
residential and commercial 
densities and add new business 
within the station area to improve 
transit ridership and foster local      
economic development. 

In 2015, the City of Highwood 
approved a redevelopment proposal 
for the former Hotel Moraine site 

to construct 103 units of senior 
housing with a grocery store on the 
ground level. The project is under 
construction. Plan implementation 

has continued with the approval 
of two multi-family developments 
on currently vacant lots, located on 
Green Bay Road. 

In 2017, the Planning and Zoning 
Commission also approved a 
proposal for a mixed-use building 
with 52 apartments, 2,800 square 
feet of retail space, and 56 parking 
spaces at 440 Green Bay Road. 
The City acquired this property in 
2012 and demolished the former 
restaurant building on it. 

Also in 2017, the City of Highwood, 
through the Community Planning 
program, revised their zoning code 
to help realize the TOD planning 
principles envisioned in their         
TOD plan. 

The code revisions provide 
detailed transit supportive zoning 
standards and design guidelines that 
encourages pedestrian and transit 
friendly development in and around 
their station area.

Several restaurants in Highwood’s station area

Elgin’s Tower Building, which was recently renovated into a 45-unit apartment building1
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HOW TOD HELPS RIDERSHIP
In addition to reinforcing local economies, the RTA supports the TOD concept to more effectively leverage 
our existing regional transit investments. The fundamental TOD principles of mixed uses, walkability, and 
density work together so that train and bus services can be delivered more efficiently and cost effectively to 
our customers.

Linking pedestrian and bicycle 
access infrastructure improvements 
with TOD initiatives increases the 
accessibility of housing, employment, 
and activities near each transit stop. 

A pedestrian friendly environment 
supports transit and vice-versa. 
Because of the mixture of land-uses, 
TOD areas generate transit trips (due 
to close-by housing) and they attract 
transit trips (due to close-by jobs). 

Accordingly, TOD areas are a way to 
enhance overall mobility and a way 
to improve economic opportunities 
at both the regional and local scale. 

This ultimately leads to increasing 
levels of transit ridership. 

IMPACT ON TRANSIT 
RIDERSHIP

Overall TOD has had a positive effect 
on ridership on our system. Below 
are two case studies that illustrate 
the positive impact that the TOD 
concept has on transit ridership. 

EVANSTON

The Evanston Transportation Center 
Planning Study was one of the RTA’s 
first transit-oriented development 
plans. This study was completed 
in 2001. 

Since that time, the City has actively 
pursued the TOD concept in and 
around the Davis Street Station. 

The City incorporated many design 
recommendations from the study, 
including a pedestrian ramp to the 
Davis Street Station. Mixed-use 
development has also been built 
adjacent to the east and north of the 
Davis Street Station. 

In 2012, the RTA installed 
wayfinding signage at the Evanston 
Transportation Center to help 
pedestrians navigate the TOD 
area as well as assist transit 
customers in making multi-modal                  
transfer connections. 
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In 2017, Evanston also adopted a 
new parking regulation that reduced 
the parking minimums in TOD areas. 
The impact of these initiatives on 
transit ridership has been positive. 
See Figure 3. 

Compared to its nearest neighbors, 
the Evanston-Davis Street station 
has seen a substantial increase in 
weekday boardings since 1999. 

In addition, the percentage change 
in ridership during this time-period 
has also been substantial at 39%, 
surpassing its nearest station 
neighbors as well as the Union-Pacific 
North Line as a whole. See Figure 4. 

Due to the unique geographic 
location of Evanston, being the home 
of Northwestern University, and that 
it is a major multi-modal transit hub, 
the results are probably on the upper 
bounds on the impact of TOD on 
transit ridership. However, the results 
are worth noting.

WHEELING

The Wheeling Station Area Planning 
Study was also one of the RTA’s first 
TOD planning studies, completed     
in 2004. 

The plan focused on redeveloping 
commercial and residential land uses 

around the Wheeling Metra Station. 
The Village of Wheeling has also 
pursued the TOD recommendations 
from the plan. In 2009, the Village 
constructed a new Village Hall near 
the Metra station. 

In 2014, the Village updated their 
zoning code to create mixed-use 
districts around the Metra station 
to allow for and attract higher-     
density development. 

A 288-unit luxury, multi-family 
development called Northgate 
Crossings, located at Dundee 
Road within walking distance of 
the Wheeling Metra station was 
completed in fall of 2016. 

Wheeling is currently building 
a new town center that was 
envisioned as part of the original 
TOD plan. Corresponding to these 
developments there has been a 
steady increase in Metra ridership at 
the Wheeling station since 2002. See 
Figure 5. 

The Wheeling Metra station has also 
seen substantial positive percentage 
change in ridership compared to 
its nearest transit neighbors. See   
Figure 6. 

This steady growth in ridership is 
a more typical impact of TOD on 
ridership. In both cases, it should 
be noted that it has taken many 
years to go from the original TOD 
planning phase to actual “bricks and     
mortar” implementation. 

However, our partnerships with 
these communities have yielded 
positive results from both the 
economic development and transit        
ridership perspective. 
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WALK AND BIKE ACCESS

Street connectivity, continuous 
sidewalks, and bicycle routes or 
paths are a fundamental component 
of TOD. The Village of Oak Park and 
the City of Evanston have recognized 
the importance providing safe and 
convenient pedestrian and bicycle 
access to transit stations as part of 
their TOD planning initiatives. 

In addition, both communities have 
also embraced the Complete Streets 
concept, where roadway right-of-
ways are designed and operated 
so that all users can safely move 
along and across a complete street. 
Users include pedestrians, bicyclists, 
motorists, and transit riders of all 
ages and abilities. 

Through the RTA’s Community 
Planning Program, the RTA 
collaborated with the Village of Oak 
Park to fund the Oak Park Intermodal 
Station Area Plan, a component of 
the Greater Downtown Master Plan 
(2005). The larger planning initiative 
fostered substantial residential and 
office redevelopment in downtown 
Oak Park but it also focused on 
increasing access to the two adjacent 
downtown stations (Oak Park Marion 
Street Metra Station and Harlem CTA 
Green Line station). 

Over time, this collaboration resulted 
in more transit customers accessing 
the Oak Park Marion Street Station 
by walking or biking. See Figure 8. In 
2014, (the last available year of data) 
nearly 70% of the customers access 
the station via walk or bike mode. 
There is also a corresponding decline 
in auto mode access. 

A similar pattern is found at the 
Evanston-Davis Street station where 
walking and biking to the station has 
also increased. See Figure 7.
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FIGURE 7 - MODE OF ACCESS AT DAVIS STATION (EVANSTON)

FIGURE 8 - MODE OF ACCESS AT MARION STREET STATION (OAK PARK)
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New development in Wheeling that will consist of a mix of land uses
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CONTINUING OUR WORK
As documented in this report, 20 years of planning by the RTA has resulted in improved and increased transit 
accessibility throughout the region. With the assistance provided by the RTA’s Community Planning and Access to 
Transit programs, communities have leveraged their local transit services and infrastructure by locating housing, jobs 
and retail in close proximity to train stations and bus routes. 

Doing so can result in many benefits such as improving transit effectiveness through increased ridership, making 
government services more efficient by promoting compact development, achieving sustainability goals due to reduced 
greenhouse gas emissions, and providing potential household cost savings for residents who use transit instead of 
driving a car. 

Most importantly, the RTA’s local planning initiatives can improve public health by supporting active, walkable 
environments in which to live and work.

Various planning efforts have allowed the area surrounding Orland Park’s Metra station to become an active TOD community2
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FOR MORE INFORMATION
Visit our website, RTAChicago.org, for more information on the Community Planning Program, and updates 
on the annual Call for Projects.

The RTA offers the following 
additional resources on transit-
oriented development:

Transit Works                         
The Benefits of Transit-Oriented 
Development

TOD Basics & Resources 
Additional information and 
resources about TOD.

TOD Resident Survey Report                                   
Shares results of residents 
surveyed throughout the Chicago 
region who live in suburban TOD 
areas and were asked why they 
chose to live near transit and 
if their lifestyles have changed 
since moving from their previous 
address. 

Making Way Access  
to Transit Guide 
Developed to encourage and 
empower municipalities to 
implement small scale  
capital access improvements 
such as the installation of 
sidewalks and crosswalks 
near existing transit facilities. 
Such improvements promote 
pedestrian mobility and provide 
added access to transit.

Setting the Stage for  
Transit Guide 
Local communities can be 
proactive in creating an 
environment conducive to transit 
by conducting transit supportive 
planning and considering local 
financial investments to transit 
service. The Setting the Stage 
for Transit guide is a resource 
for municipal officials looking to 
make their communities more 
transit-friendly.

Streamlining the Entitlement 
Process for TOD 
This best practices report that 
outlines ways to streamline the 
entitlement (or approval process) 
for TOD projects. 

Municipal Funding 
Opportunities for Transit-
Oriented Development  
This guide includes local, 
regional, state, federal  
and private foundation  
sources available to help 
implement TOD. 

Access and Parking  
Strategies for Transit-Oriented 
Development - TOD Parking 
and Access Report 
This guide is a resource for 
municipal officials looking for 
innovative strategies to support 
multi-modal access to their 
transit station and TOD area. 

TOD: The Future of 
Development 
This brochure promotes the 
importance of transit-oriented 
development. 

Zoning and TOD 
This guide outlines the most 
common types of zoning 
ordinances and the best practices 
of each as related to TOD. 
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Transit passengers transferring at the downtown Evanston Transportation Center
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Follow us on

Chicago Transit Authority
567 W. Lake St.
Chicago, IL 60661
888-968-7282
www.transitchicago.com

Metra
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Pace
550 W. Algonquin Rd.
Arlington Heights, IL 60005
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